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LIST OF THE BUTTERFLIES OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, 

KENTUCKY 

By James R . Merritt 

To prepare a complete check list of the butterflies of Jefferson 
County would require many years of field work, but the following 
list is believed to contain most of the common species. This list 
combines the findings of Weniger (1946) with the field work of 
the author from April 1947 to June 1948. 

One difficulty in the preparation of a complete list is that the 
mobility of butterflies enables stragglers to wander great distances 
beyond their suitable breeding habitat, so that over a period of 
years a number of exotic specimens will be found. Another dif¬ 
ficulty more peculiar to Jefferson County is that some native butter¬ 
flies, presumably once common, are now quite locally distributed 
because the clearing of land has sharply reduced the natural abode 
of the insects. 

To evaluate the relative completeness of this list of 62 species, 
one should note that of the 692 species of butterflies found in North 
America north of Mexico (McDunnough, 1938) the area east of 
the Dakotas and north of the Ohio is said to contain only 162 
species (Macy and Shepard, 1941.) Check lists of butterflies for 
individual states are lacking in most instances. 

How the number of species of butterflies known from a par¬ 
ticular area increases with the study of that area is aptly illustrated 
by studies of the District of Columbia. According to Clark (1932) 
the first list of the District butterflies was published in Paris in 1816 
and enumerated only 5 species. By 1895 the list had grown to 67 
species and in 1932 the list had increased to 92 species. 

The order and nomenclature of Macy and Shepard (supra) 
have been followed because their handbook is an easily accessible 
guide to the butterflies likely to be found in Jefferson County and 
because the book contains a rather complete introduction to the 
synonymy and literature of butterflies. Earliest and latest dates 
are given, as well as other general remarks. 
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1. Papilio philenor Linnaeus (Pipe-vine Swallowtail), April 18 to October 
—Of the early spring form, hirsuta , I have captured only one specimen and 
Weniger found one. After the first week in June the typical form becomes 
increasingly common. Well distributed. 

2. Papilio ajax Linnaeus (Black Swallowtail), March 30 to October—Very 
common and widely distributed. 

3. Papilio cresphontes Cramer (Giant Swallowtail), May 30—1 have seen 
only one specimen near Okolona. 

4. Papilio glaucus Linnaeus (Eastern Tiger Swallowtail), March 29 to 
August—Common but characteristically difficult to capture. Both black (typ¬ 
ical glaucus) and yellow (form turnus) females occur. 

5. Papilio troilus Linnaeus (Green Clouded Swallowtail), April 4 to 
October—Our commonest Papilio in season. Most numerous in the Knobs. 

6. Papilio marcellus Cramer (Zebra Swallowtail), April 4 to July 8—Lo¬ 
cally distributed. I have found it only on the top of the ridge behind the 
South Park Fishing Club on South Park Road. All of my specimens were 
males and of the early spring form i valshi. Weniger reported a single speci¬ 
men of the summer form in July. 

7. Anthocharis midea Hubner (Falcate Orange Tip), April 4 to April 
20—Local. I have captured two males and one female all on the ridge behind 
the Fishing Club. Weniger captured six males on April 20. 

8. Colios eurytheme Boisduval (Orange Sulphur), March 21 to Novem¬ 
ber 29—Widely distributed and very common. 

9. Colias philodice Godart (Clouded Sulphur), May 30 to October—Fairly 
common and found mostly in meadows. 

10. Phoehis sennae eubule Linnaeus (Cloudless Sulphur), July 23 to 
August—Rare. Another butterfly which is extremely wary. 

11. Eurema lisa Boisduval & Le Conte (Little Sulphur), June 28 to 
October—Common in meadows and along roads. 

12. Eurema nicippe Cramer (Sleepy Yellow), July 6—Rare. I have only 

one specimen taken in Shively. 

13. Pieris protodice Boisduval (Checkered White), April 1 to August 26— 
On the latter date which was the only occasion on which I observed this 
butterfuly, I found it flying in numbers about the crest of a slope in a meadow 
behind the Sunset Lodge which is near Dixie Highway and Rockford Lane in 
Shively. The area of distribution was not over 50 yards square. 

14. Pieris rapae Linnaeus (Cabbage Butterfly), March 20 to November- 
Common everywhere, but rare early in the spring. 
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46. Achalarus lyciades Geyer (Hoary Edge), May 2 to August 13—Com¬ 
mon locally in the Knobs and along roads in the eastern edge of the county. 
Rare elsewhere. 

47. Thorybes bathyllus Abbott & Smith (Southern Dusky Wing), May 2 to 
September—Common in the Knobs. 

48. Thorybes pylades Scudder (Northern Dusky Wing), May 9 to May 30 
—Fairly common in the Knobs. 

49. Pyrgus communis Grote (Checkered Skipper), April 18 to October- 
Rare in the spring and apparently all individuals disappear during the summer, 
but the fall brood is common. 

50. Pholisora catullus Fabricius (Pigweed Skipper), April 22 to September 
—Uncommon. Usually found in meadows. 

51. Pholisora hayhurstii Edwards (Hayhurst’s Skipper), May 15 to May 28 
—I captured only one specimen on Belknap Campus on the latter date, and 
Weniger found it only once. 

52. Erynnis icelus Scudder & Burgess (Dreamy Dusky Wing), April 19 to 

May 2—Uncommon. Found in the Knobs. 

53. Erynnis persius? Scudder (Persius Dusky Wing), May 30—1 have one 
specimen which appears to belong to the persius , lucilius , baptisiae group. The 
specimen was taken on the ridge behind the South Park Fishing Club. 

54. Erynnis juvenalis Fabricius (Juvenal’s Dusky Wing), April 4 to May 2 
—Common in the Knobs, especially in parts of Iroquois Park. 

55. Ancyloxypha numitor Fabricius (Least Skipper), May 15 to July 16— 
Uncommon along roadsides near Okolona. 

56. Atalopedes campestris Boisduval (Sachem), May 26 to September- 
Common in fields and along roadsides. 

57. Polites themistocles Latreille (Tawny-edged Skipper), May 15 to July 
27—Common in the Knobs and found sparingly along roads. 

58. Polites verna Edwards (Little Glassy Wing), May 25 to May 27—A 
rather rare capture locally. I have taken only two specimens, both along roads 
near Okolona. 

59. Polites peckius Kirby (Peck’s Skipper), May 15 to July—Common 
among red clover blossoms in the spring. 

60. Poanes hobomok pocohontas Scudder (Mormon)—I have one specimen 
which I believe should be referred to here. It was captured along the L&N 
track near Shively. 
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61. Poanes zabulon Boisduval & Le Conte (Zabulon Skipper), May 6 to 
August 13—Common in the Knobs and found sparingly along roads. 

62. Lerodea Vherminier Latreille (Swarthy Skipper), May 30—1 have one 
specimen taken on the ridge behind the South Park Fishing Club. 

Weniger listed 42 species to which I have added the following 20 species 
(the 63rd* species resulted from my dividing Colias philodice into philodice and 
eury theme to conform to Macy and Shepard): 

Papilla cresphontes, Enodia portlandia, Euptoieta claudia, Polygonia comma , 
Asterocampa clyton, Atlides halesus, Strymon m-album, Strymon melinus, 
Incisalia niphon, Lycaena thoe, Achalarus lyciades, Thorybes bathyllus, Thory- 
bes pylades, Pyrgus communis, Erynnis icelus, Erynnis persius?, Erynnis 
juvenadis, Atalopedes campestris, Poanes hobomok pocahontas, Lerodes Vher¬ 
minier . 

Of Weniger’s 42 species I have not found the following: 

Dione vanillae, Argynnis aphrodite , Phyciodes gorgone , Strymon cecrops. 

In addition to the foregoing butterflies recorded from Jefferson County 
the following species should be noted because they have been found within 
a hundred miles of Louisville: 


Zerene cesonia Stoll (Eastern Dog’s Head) 

Nathalis iole Boisduval (Dainty Sulphur) 

Minois alope Fabricius (Common Wood Nymph) 

Argynnis cybele Fabricius (Great Spangled Fritillary) 

Nymphalis j-album Boisduval and Le Conte (Compton Tortoise) 
Basilarchia arthemis Drury (Banded Purple) 
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Enodia portlandia Fabricius (Pearly-Eye) June 15. I captured two speci- 
mans feeding on a solution of sugar in beer which had been used as bait. 
This date was after the MS had been submitted. The proper position for 
this species is between Nos. 15 and 16 in the list. 
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